The Heart of

Revd Fiona
Bennett

ummertime is often a
time of holiday. Schools
and colleges break up, and
whether you travel away
or stay at home a break in the
summer can be important.

Pete, my husband, takes great delight
in telling people he has a degree in
‘Leisure and Recreation’, adding the
word ‘Management’ after a slight
pause.

And as people smile and say that they
wish they had done that degree, |
have often heard him comment that
we oo often miss the heart of the
word Recreation; it is finding space to
re-creatfe ourselves - to restore and
renew our bodies, minds and spirits.

Good recreation — which achieves
some restoration and renewal -

can come in many different forms.
Sometimes it is giving ourselves a
break from things which burden us or
make us anxious.

Sometimes it is immersing ourselves
in a different routine and culture for a
fime.

Sometimes it is being attentive to parts
of us which get little attention at other
times. For residents of Edinburgh, it
might be engaging with the Festival or
Fringe... or avoiding it?

Not everyone has the ability, resource
or opportunity to physically leave their

Re-creation

homes and responsibilities, but re-
creation can happen in many shapes
and forms.

There are many stories of Jesus
going off on his own to pray and
encouraging the disciples to do
likewise, especially after a very busy
period.

"we too often miss
the heart of the
word Recreation;
it is finding space
to re-create
ourselves"

Atftending fo ourselves and finding
rest, replenishment and renewal is an
exercise of healthy aftentiveness which
honours the people God has made us
to be and ensures we are equipped
for the daily ministry/service Christ
calls us to.

| hope you find some good re-
creation this summer to restore your
body, mind and spirit.

As the Season of Creation
approaches (1 September
to the Feast of St Francis on
4 October), AUC member
the Revd David Coleman

has produced a wonderfully
creative series of videos and

accompanying resources
for Creationtide. Go to
ecocongregationscotland.org
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CHURCH SECRETARY
Linda Harrison
secretary@augustine.org.uk
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MINISTER

Revd Fiona Bennett
minister@augustine.org.uk
07552162 717

ASSOCIATED MINISTER

Revd Maxwell Reay
associateminister@augustine.org.uk
CHURCH CENTRE MANAGER
Rachel Fitzgerald

cenfre.manager@augustine.org.uk
0131220 1677

WEBSITE
Thomas McPolin

web.editor@augustine.org.uk

SOCIAL MEDIA
Antonia Cahill

social.media@augustine.org.uk

SEEDS EDITORIAL TEAM

Laurence Wareing and Denis Mallon

newsletter@augustine.org.uk

Getting Involved

Within AUC there are Ministry Teams which are responsible for different areas of Church Life (CLMTs).

If you would like to know more or get involved with one of these, please email the contact person.

CENTRE, PROPERTY &
FINANCE

Ewen Harley

treasurer@augustine.org.uk

CHILDREN

Kate Owens

juniorchurch@augustine.org.uk

COMMUNICATION

Denis Mallon

denis.mallon@augustine.org.uk

OUR TRIBE
(LGBT MINISTRY)

Revd Maxwell Reay

associateminister@augustine.org.uk

PEACE & JUSTICE

Jim Kerr

jimeleainekerr@gmail.com

PASTORAL & MENTAL HEALTH
Moira Holmes
moira.holmes@augustine.org.uk

WORSHIP

Revd Fiona Bennett
minister@augustine.org.uk

YOUNG PEOPLE

Matt Baines
youth@augustine.org.uk

SAFEGUARDING
COORDINATOR

Alex Peden
safeguarding@augustine.org.uk
07594 093357

VISITOR MINISTRY

Thomas McPolin

thomas.mcpolin@augustine.org.uk

LOCAL COMMUNITY
VOLUNTEERING

Kathleen Ziffo
kathleen.ziffo@augustine.org.uk

WANT TO GET MORE
INVOLVED IN AUC?

Do you feel called to get

more involved in the life and
ministry of AUC? Then joining
the volunteer rota might be for
you! We are always looking for
new people to join the rota to
provide our inclusive ministry of
hospitality for all.

There are a variety of roles
available and full training will
be given, mainly by shadowing
current volunteers.

Please pick up a ‘Sharing’
card at church or email
Lewis Reay directly on

www.augustine.org.uk
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NEW ‘HUB’ TO REDUCE
CHURCH BURDENS

The United Reformed Church has
launched a URC Resources Hub

and Helpdesk, designed to offer
practical guidance on day-to-day
church matters and take the burden
off local churches when it comes to
administrative, legal, and compliance
tasks. 'We hope it will assist you with
the with managing your employees,
volunteers, buildings, events, and other
aspects of church life, so that you can
focus more on your local mission.' Find
out more at urcresourceshub.org.uk,
and also in the next issue of Reformed.

ResOUrce
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SCOTTISH COLLEGE ‘SAVED’

The Scottish College (Congregational
and United Reformed) will retain

its full role as a one of the URC's
Resource Centres for Learning,
following a decision of the 2026 URC
General Assembly. Assembly voted fo
end the training of new URC ministers
at Westminster College, Cambridge,
and instead consolidate this work at
Scottish College and Martin Luther
King College in Manchester. Questions
remain about how and whether
Westminster College will partner with
the URC after 2030.

Reports on this and all the debates at
this year’s Assembly can be found at

bit.ly/GA2026dailyreports

YTIME
to ACT

A Just Peace for all who
call the Holy Land home

URC JOINS HOLY LAND
CAMPAIGN

The United Reformed Church has
signed up fo a new campaign, ‘Time
to Act: A Just Peace for All Who Call
the Holy Land Home'. As communities
across Palestine and Israel continue to
live through devastating violence, loss
and injustice, Palestinian Christians
have called on the global Church to
respond not with silence or despair,
but with courage, compassion, and
action. The Just Peace Coalition
(justpeacecoalition.com) is bringing
together faith leaders, churches, and
Christian charities from across the UK
to respond to that call and advocate
together to the UK government.

ABANDON AMAZON?

Individual Christians and churches
have been challenged to shop more
ethically by a new campaign from the
JustMoney Movement.

The campaign ‘Challenge Amazon
- Break the Habit, Fix the Rules’
highlights what it calls Amazon'’s
'unjust tax practices and broader
issues of corporate responsibility"
It asks churches and individuals to

AMAZON'’S TAX 1
CONTRIBUTION

Header globe icon by Vectors Market via Noun Project.

www.augustine.org.uk

reflect on their spending choices and
to take collective action to champion
better business practices and a fairer
tax system. More at justmoney.org.uk/
speak-out/challenge-amazon

STUDENT VALUES

'Catering for the needs of Muslim
students whilst open for all' is the offer
from a new, private student residence
in Dundee. Rose House is an all-male
residence that promises a halal-only
kitchen, respect and space for prayer,
and an alcohol-free environment.
Non-Muslim students are welcome,
so long as they respect the property’s
‘values-led lifestyle’.

BREATHING MORE EASILY

Europeans are breathing easier,
thanks to decades of environmental
policy. The European Union’s
Copernicus Afmosphere Monitoring
Service has shown a significant fall

in air pollution across the continent
since 2010. Emissions of sulphur oxides
and nitrogen oxides have fallen by
around 3.5% annually across the
continent during that time, with the
biggest falls coming from industry
and road transport. Transport still
produces more CO2 emissions than it
did in 1990, but the roll-out of electric
vehicles is helping to furn the tide.

NEW SCOTS TOGETHER

Together We Are Scotland - Our New
Scots was an event held as part of the
celebrations surrounding the Glasgow
2026 Commonwealth Games. On 27
July 2026 at Team Scotland House in
Glasgow, the event brought together
people from diverse backgrounds
and cultures, with a programme of
talks, performances, and workshops.
The celebration of inclusion and
shared values showcased the diversity,
strength, and community spirit that
make Scotland thrive.
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THANKS FROM ANNE
MACKENZIE’S FAMILY

At the Service of Celebration and
Thanksgiving for the life of Anne
MacKenzie in June, her children -
Catriona, lain and Ruth, with their
families — expressed their gratitude for
the ‘moving messages and thoughtful
sympathy cards we have received,
bringing us so many insights and
memories of the lives of our parents,
Anne and Murdoch’.

They have particularly asked to share
a ‘huge thank you fo everyone at

AUC for all that was done before the
service, and on the day, to help make
it such a worthy celebration of her life’
(See ‘Remembering Anne MacKenzie’
on p.10.)

LINDISFARNE PILGRIMAGE

It's not too late to register for this year’s
ecumenical pilgrimage. On Sunday 16
August, we will join with our TLC (The
Local Church) partners fo travel by bus
to Lindisfarne. Leaving outside AUC at
9.45am. (Returning for about 4.30pm.)

Cost: £15 per person (£10 unwaged/
under 12-yrs-old). Pay in cash on
Sunday 16 August before we depart
Edinburgh. Completing the online
registration at bit.ly/TLClindisfarne
also includes filling out emergency
contact details and will ensure you
receive future emails confirming event
details.

Any questions — email centre.
manager@augustine.org.uk.

FIONA’S 30-YEAR JOURNEY
CELEBRATED

On Sunday 7 June, we marked the
30th anniversary of Fiona’s ordination.
There was cake (from Pat) and a card
(presented by Junior Church). Fiona
was also presented with a wood and
glass sculpture created by Scott Irvine,
of Harmonies in Wood. He called it
‘Journey’ and said it was conceived
‘with the intention of commemorating
a remarkable milestone: thirty years of
devoted service to faith’.

Recognising Fiona’s birthplace of
Aberdeenshire, the fused glass panels
were inspired by the images of the

Aberdeenshire coastline and the
wooden base was crafted from ‘a
stunning slab of Rippled Sycamore
sourced from the Fyvie Castle estate in
Aberdeenshire’.

AUC HOSTS VALEDICTORY
SERVICE

The Scottish College, whose work
includes the training of ministers

of URC ministers of Word and
Sacraments, held its 2026 valedictory
service at AUC and online in June.

It was a moment to say farewell fo
final-year students and to wish them
well. Pictured are Eilidh Young and
Margaret Higton — who are now
moving into their individual ministries
- with other students and college staff.

DATA CENTRES QUESTIONED

It's a good reminder of the varied and
growing use of our church building
when we spot images of others
meeting in the sanctuary - as Global
Justice Now did recently. Global Justice
Now (GJN) is one of AUC’s tenant
organisations. At a recent gathering
of campaigners, supporters and

politicians, the focus was on the power
of big tech. Jane Herbstritt, GJN’s
Campaign Officer for Scotland, writes:

‘Eighteen hyperscale data centres
are queued up in Scotland’s planning
system waiting to be processed. Big
tech’s building blocks for future Al
empires, these resource-hungry data
campuses will jeopardise Scotland’s
climate targets, and water supplies.
The technology uses mined critical
minerals exploiting workers in the
global south, and their planned
locations threaten local communities
with pollution from noise and diesel
fuels. ‘The Scottish government has
nevertheless designated them as

“green’, enabling data centres fo be
fast-tracked through the planning
system!

Jane says that internationally there
is growing opposition to the creation
of new data campuses. There are
many ways to express your opinion
here in Scotfland. You can find where
data centres are planned at aprs.
scot/data-centre-map and you can
join GJN’s own WhatsApp group for
campaigners: globaljustice.org.uk/
Scotland-whatsapp.

To find out more about data centres,
and other issues Global Justice Now is
campaigning on, go fo their website:
globaljustice.org.uk.

PRIDE 2026
Read about Pride at AUC on p.11.

www.a ugustine.org.u k



It didn’t rain! The church’s annual picnic, which also marks the end of the Junior Church/school year, took place on The Meadows this year, with sunshine! Not in
the church building with rain lashing down outside. Relaxed conversation, fabulous parachute games organised by the ever-cheery Pete Moir and, above all,
imaginative, bespoke and tasty packed lunches from our very own in-house chef, Pat. Many thanks to Pat, Pete and all who made the event possible.

www.augustine.org.uk 5
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The daily task of hospitality

The staff team at AUC are much more than ‘caretakers; Laurence Wareing is reminded.

earesatin AUC’s

Studio, coffee

on the go, as the

church’s caretakers
prepare to meet for one of their
rare sessions altogether.

What Rachel Fitzgerald calls the
‘oatchworky’ task of planning the
caretaking rota means that some
team members rarely see each other.
As it happens, one can’t make it today
but Rachel, AUC'’s Centre Manager, is
delighted for the opportunity to chat.
‘I think the community at Augustine is
really special and | love working for
and with that community; but | also
love the community of the staff team.
And | think it's valuable to bring them
together in Seeds, so we're not just
“the building side” and the “worship
side” of AUC’s weekly life!

It's also important to remember how
much more the team contributes fo
the life of the church than the term
‘caretaking’ might suggest.

Martin Ramsay joined the staff before
the Festival last year, so has already
seen something of the great change
that comes over the building as
Paradise Green transforms us into a
highly successful Fringe venue.

Martin, originally from Hamilton,
came to Edinburgh to study ‘and |
stuck around, basically’. Well... not
quite. As an IT specialist in a successful
start-up, he travelled the world for
oil companies before moving to the
NHS. We're already benefiting from
Martin’s IT know-how as he absorbs
some of the wide-ranging expertise
that Graham Rule has brought to
his own caretaking role over the
past decade and a half. Describing
one fricky incident he had to handle
last year, Martin observes that the

team’s interaction with such a range
of different people ‘is quite special
actually and quite demanding in
different ways'.

Rachel agrees emphatically. ‘I always
say that the caretaking job on paper
looks quite basic. Actually, it's full of
complexity and we expect a huge
amount from people, because there’s
so much lone working and there are
so many unexpected things that can
happen, and you have to be able to
be flexible to respond to situations in
different ways!

“interaction with
such a range of
different people
is quite special
actually ”

Multiple groups may arrive at the
same time, says Julius Veasey; there
may be a tech issue to be resolved;
and some clients are, he observes,
‘quite particular’. Like Martin,

he began at AUC a month or so
before the 2025 Fringe. As the year
progressed, he learnt a lot about
room set-ups, cleaning, and the vital
importance of knowing where the
teapofts are.

With a degree in politics and
philosophy, Julius, who has also

taken on some of the admin tasks
that Rachel dealt with previously,

has worked in the third sector,
including with an LGBT charity. When
he was looking for a new role, he
remembered walking past AUC during
a Pride march, ‘and seeing Fiona

and people from the congregation
cheering us on’. He thought, ‘Well, that

RACHEL FITZGERALD

GRAHAM RULE

JULIUS VEASEY

www.a ugustine.org.u k



MARTIN RAMSEY

PHIL STEPHENSON

ZOE JONES
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would be a nice place to work!

Graham Rule, the longest serving
member of the team, knows exactly
when he started work at AUC: ‘My first
shift was at 10 o'clock in the morning
of Wednesday the 10th of February
2010/ He planned to stay until he took
his pension but says he just ‘never got
around tfo leaving’.

“walking past AUC
during a Pride
march he thought,
‘Well, that would
be a nice place to
work.”

Also an IT specialist, Graham
supported our technical set-up from
the start and has seen it evolve
considerably over the past 15 years;
not least with the significant input of
Paradise Green, from whom we rent
equipment all year round.

But technology isn’t the only thing
Graham has seen change over the
years. A member of several Edinburgh
societies himself, he notes that the
number of groups who hire spaces at
AUC has increased substantially over
the years — from three or four groups
a week to upwards of 15 nowadays,
with rarely an evening when no-one
is using the building. These are almost
all community groups; whereas, since
the Covid pandemic, nearly all AUC's
own meetings have gone online.

The members of the team bring many
talents (Julius has performed at the
Open Mic sessions in the building),
but only Zoe was keen to take away
the pedal board of the old organ to
incorporate it into a new artwork.

| Seeds

Zoe Jones, an art student, isn’t at
today’s meeting. ‘She’s super creative,
Rachel says, ‘and takes away all the
stuff from the building that we don’t
want anymore. She’s like, “That'd be
great for my art project”” She joined
the team last October. As a teenager,
she worked with her dad’s events
company, which means ‘she’s flexible
and unflappable, and has lots of
experience of bigger events than we
would do here!

Finally, one more member of the team
- who arrives for an interview just as
we’re winding up our conversation:
Phil Stephenson. Phil, whose partner
Juliet is the Rector at St Columba’s

by the Castle, also brings lots of
facilities experience to the table. One
successful interview later, he is already
on board and is, Rachel says, ‘brilliant!’

“Hospitality is not
only very important
but also ‘really

1 n

lovely’.

As the team moves on to discuss
preparations for the Fringe (and

the incredible 71 shows Paradise
Green is bringing fo the venue

this year), Rachel says, ‘I think
Augustine is pretty good at offering a
mission of hospitality and | think the
congregation treats staff like members
of the team in that sense’

We're all doing hospitality, she

agrees, whether it's at a Sunday
service or throughout the week. It's

a task-mission we should celebrate,
recognising that, as Rachel says, it's
not only very important but also ‘really
lovely’.
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The other Robert Burns

Fiona Somerville has been uncovering information about the designer

isplayed at the front

of the sanctuary,

Augustine’s two stained

glass windows, were
originally placed at gallery level
either side of an imposing pulpit.

The northern panel joined its partner
in the south gallery to make way for
the organ in 1928-29. When further
changes took place in 1993-4 under
the guidance of a group chaired by
Mollie Glen’s husband, Jackie, the
pulpit and pews were removed. The
two windows, by then in a poor state
of repair, were renovated and placed
in lighting boxes at either side of the
new dais.

The two panels, depicting ‘St Paul’s
farewell to the elders of Ephesus’
(Acts 20: 36-8) and ‘the virtuous
woman’ (Proverbs 31: 10-31) were
commissioned in memory of
Augustine’s venerable minister the
Revd Dr. William Lindsay Alexander

of Augustine’s stained glass windows.

and his wife Mary Tod Marsden by
their eldest son, William, in 1903. Their
design has been afttributed to Robert
Burns - a fascinating, unorthodox and
radical character.

Robert Burns was born at 22, Calton
Hill, Edinburgh, on 9 March 1869,

the son of a renowned landscape
photographer, Archibald Burns. In
1871, the family moved three doors up
Calton Hill to ‘Rock House’ (accessible
from the steps leading up Calton

Hill from Regent Road), the former
photography studio of David Octavius
Hill, artist and photography pioneer.

Together with a creative talent, Robert
also inherited his father’s love of
Scottish ballads, poetry and history.
After his parents had both died, he
went to live with his step-grandfather
in Glasgow where he studied
engineering by day at Glasgow
Technical College, and attended
Glasgow School of Art af night
(alongside Charles Rennie Mackintosh

and Catherine Craig who he married
in 1890). He went on fo study art

in London, Paris, and at the Royal
Scofttish Academy Life School.

Skilled in fine, decorative and applied
arts and brimming with inspiration
drawn from the art nouveau, arts and
crafts, and Japonisme movements,
Robert quickly made a name for
himself, exhibiting at the Royal Scofttish
Academy for the first time in 1893.

He was elected President of the
Society of Scottish Artists in 1901

www.augustine.org.uk



(and again in 1924) and made
Associate member of the Royal
Scottish Academy (RSA) in 1902,
teaching colour at the Academy
schools. In 1908, he was appointed
as the first Head of Drawing and
Painting at Edinburgh College of Art.
His reportedly unorthodox teaching
methods and promotion of applied
art put him at odds with the college
hierarchy and curtailed his individual
output, leading fo his resignation in
1919. His relationship with the RSA
likewise soured, and having been
passed over for full membership he
resigned his associateship in 1920.

The architect Alexander Hunter
Crawford, son of the founder of the
famous biscuit making firm, was a
long-standing friend of Burns, and
the best examples of Burns’ passion
for applied art were the interiors he
designed for Crawford’s tea rooms
at 70 Princes Street, Edinburgh. They
rivalled Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s
Willow tea rooms in Glasgow and

www.augustine.org.uk

were completed in 1927 to general
acclaim. Burns designed and/or
made everything, from cushions and
menu cards to furniture and large art
works, such as 27 panels that depict
the wreck of the Spanish Armada
fleet off the Scottish coast in 1588.

At the top of a staircase leading to
the ladies’ dining room was a large
oil and gold leaf painting on canvas
(‘The Hunt’) featuring followers of the
Greek goddess of hunting, Diana, and
the ladies dining room itself featured
water colours of Greek goddesses and
a picture of the Madonna and child.

Burns’ other ecclesiastical designs
included a stained glass centenary
window (the ‘Presentation in the
temple’) for St Mary’s, Bellevue
Crescent; another at Longforgan
Church, Dundee (‘The Good
Samaritan’); a carved frieze at the
now defunct Trinity Congregational
Church, Broomhill in Glasgow;

and murals at St David’s Roman
Catholic Church at Dalkeith. He was
commissioned to design stained glass
windows for St. Oran’s Chapel on long;
though these were never enacted.

Burns worked across multiple media.
He was skilled as a painter in oils
and watercolour; as an illuminator
of manuscripts), draftsman, designer
in stained glass, silver, and wrought
iron; and as an educator, engineer

| Seeds

and poet. He even designed Scottish
banknotes for George Waterston. His
subjects were as diverse as Celtic
legends and Moroccan landscapes;
and Scottish landscapes (notably

of Kirkcudbright, lona and the west
coast). Itis surely not too much of a
stretch to suggest that Burns drew
on his love of Scottish landscapes to
depict the background for ‘St Paul’s
farewell to the elders of Ephesus’.

Burns suffered a series of strokes
towards the end of his life but worked
on illustrations even from his sick bed,
which led to the publication of two
illustrated books: The House that Jack
Built (1937) and Scots Ballads (1939).

He died at the Royal Scottish Nursing
Home (19 Drumsheugh Gardens,
Edinburgh) on 30 January 1941,
although his permanent home was
then at Newlandburn, Gorebridge. He
is buried along with his wife Catherine
Craig in the cemetery of Cranston
Church, close to Pathhead, where the
memorial proclaims him as an ‘Artist
and Poet’. A group of fellow artists
published a letter and poem in The
Scotsman on 3 February 1941, putting
on the record his lesser-known talent
referenced on his gravestone and
thereby ensuring that at least one of
his poems survives.
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Remembering
Anne

MacKenzie

On Thursday 25 June, Augustine filled with family and
friends of Anne MacKenzie, who died on 5 June. We were
joined by many others on online, including from Chennai
(Madras), where Anne and her husband Murdoch had
worked between 1966 and 1978.

Anne’s children - Catrionag, lain and Ruth — shared
generously memories of their mum, so helping us to
reflect on our own. Here are just a few of the things they
told us.

orn in Liverpool in June 1938, Anne was

just over a year old when the Second

World War began. Evacuated for only a

short time, it is likely that, with bombs
raining down on Liverpool, she had to learn to be
brave very early in life.

She finished school a year ahead of her age group, was
a Queen’s Guide and studied medicine at Liverpool
University, followed by Tropical Medicine at Edinburgh,
where she was the only woman on the course, and came
first in her year. (Later, in Bangalore, Anne would excel

in exams once again, gaining distinctions at language
school.) She worked in Liverpool as a young doctor, and
it was in Birkenhead, just across the Mersey, that she met
Murdoch, a Scot and the love of her life.

“When she disembarked to the
chaos of the Bombay docks
with her young baby, Mum put
one foot in front of the other
and carried on”

Catriona painted a picture of Anne, ‘courageous and
faithful|, arriving in India in 1966 ‘when the world was not
as connected as it is foday. When she disembarked from
the comfort of the ship to the chaos and pandemonium

of the Bombay docks in the full force of India's monsoon
with her young baby - my elder sister Ruth — and her silver
cross pram almost floated away, she must have paused;
but being Mum, she put one foot in front of the other and

carried on! Anne and Murdoch'’s guest room was in regular

use and Anne had ‘a habit of making friends’. It was a
gift we knew very well at Augustine, where Anne led the
pastoral team for many years and was frequently found
serving refreshments after church, always with a question
that reflected her deep care about the lives and concerns
of others.

In India, Anne drew on her medical training to run clinics
and a slum clearance programme. Returning to Britain, she
volunteered in Birmingham (a drop-in centre for homeless
people) and Milton Keynes (with people living with learning
disabilities and autism); with a Mary’s Meals Craft Group

in Connell near Oban, where she and Murdoch first retired;
and, in Edinburgh, with the mental health drop-in at AUC,
Fresh Start and the Dementia Singing Group.

Music and singing ran deep with Anne, as did her love of
gardening, birds, ‘and all things wild”. Catriona said, ‘Mum
was passionate about many things, but it was perhaps the
garden which gave her the most pleasure. Everywhere she
lived she left a portion of herself behind in a beautiful and
well-tended garden!

Ruth spoke of Anne’s faith which, with ‘resilience and
determination, helped her bravely face new difficulties’
during her recent iliness; of her hope and positivity; and,
perhaps above all, of her ‘unfailingly unconditional’ love for
her family and for those around her.

‘It was the gentle but strong glue which held us all together.
She had a kind, listening ear, gave wise advice and made
the world a better place by her loving actions!

www.augustine.org.uk



dinburgh Pride this year
was bright, celebratory,
and important.

At an upbeat gathering at the
church before the day’s events began,
there was a notable representation
from church communities from
across Scotland and a range of
denominations (including URC,
Episcopal, Methodist and Unitarian).
It was good to see that Augustine
was able, and more than willing, to
be a hub and a place of unity and
advocacy for queer communities on
this pride-ful day.

This was reflected in a beautiful prayer
of ‘sending-out’ and blessing, written
by Lewis and read by a small group

www.augustine.org.uk

before many of us set off for the start
of the march, outside the Scottish
Parliament. Despite reports and new
stories that show a marked increase in
opposition to LGBTQI+ rights in the UK
in recent times, the freedom to gather
outside Scotland’s seat of political
representation was a gift to be
recognised, one unavailable in many
other countries of the world.

Thanks to all who prepared and
participated, who supported and
cheered, who prayed and carried
banners, and who were present at
the AUC stall at the Pride Fair in the
afternoon. There is work to be done
but, as one placard put it, ‘Blessed are
the Fabulous’.

THEY/THEM
(dedicated to Nex Benedict)

If God created night & day

& dawn, of course

& dusk

& the tangerine rosepink sunset
& the deep amethyst twilight

& the infant bright of morning
Then to perceive the world in
binary

is to forgo knowledge of the
divine.

(posted on the Fortunate
Families Facebook page)
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Many of our gatherings and
resources are online. You can

find out details on our website
www.augustine.org.uk.

STAYING IN TOUCH

If you wish to receive weekly
updates of AUC events please
register to receive the Friday email
by contacting our Centre Manager

(centre.manager@augustine.org.uk).

Find us on €

Check our posts on the AUC
Facebook page.

Giving made easier
with AUC’s QR code

Aug / Sep 2026

Every Sunday at Tlam: Blended Sunday worship and after-service Zoom social.
Worship during the Festival is in “theatre-style” with raked seating.

Contextual Bible Study is taking a break in August but will return online twice-
weekly for an hour, on Wednesday at 7.30pm and on Thursday at 12 noon.

NHS Mental Health Drop-in is cancelled until further notice.

August

Thurs 6  7.30pm Our Tribe LGBTQI+ gathering

Fri7 Edinburgh Festival Fringe officially begins
(until 31 August)

Sun 16 TLC pilgrimage to Lindisfarne (see p.4)

Sun30  1.30pm Come OUT with Our Tribe (LGBTQI+),
Coffee Saints, Little King Street

September

Wed 2 7.30pm Contextual Bible Study resumes (online) + Thurs 3 at
12 noon

Thurs 3 7.30pm Our Tribe LGBTQI+ gathering

Sun 6 1-3pm Rota volunteers get together

Sun 13 12.30pm Harvest Lunch

Tues15  7.30pm Church Meeting (online)

Thurs 24  7.30pm Church Council (TBC)

Sat 26 Doors Open Weekend

Sun 27 Doors Open Weekend

10.30am TLS Service at Greyfriars Kirk

1.30pm Come OUT with Our Tribe (LGBTQI+), Coffee Saints,
Little King Street

Seeds deadline

The next issue of Seeds will be a double issue for October - November 2026. The copy
deadline for the August/September edition is Wednesday 16 September.

Want to write for Seeds?

If you're thinking of writing a longer piece for Seeds, we hope this information will be
helpful. Roughly speaking, we find that a good length for a one-page article is ¢.570
words, allowing for an image as well. A two-page article will be no more than 900-

950 words.

Augustine United Church has been in ecumenical partnership with Greyfriars Kirk
and St Columba'’s by the Castle since 2002, and we enjoy joint services and events
through the year. You can discover more about our partners at greyfriarskirk.com
and stcolumbasbythecastle.org.uk.
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