
 

 

Season of Festival Liturgy  
2nd August 2026 

Led by Fiona Bennett 
 

Welcome & Gathering 

 

Call to worship:  

One: Holy One: 

ALL: The Composer of Faith 

One: The Weaver of Hope 

ALL: The Choreographer of Love 

One: Is creating abundant life in this place and in all 

places 

ALL: Let us join our hearts and lives in praise. 

 

Hymn: Come to us creative Spirit CH4 612  

Come to us, creative Spirit, 

in your living house, 

every human talent hallow, 

hidden skills arouse, 

that within your earthly temple, 

wise and simple 

may rejoice. 

 

Poet, painter, music-maker, 

all our treasures bring; 

craftsman, actor, graceful dancer, 

make our offering: 

join our hands in celebration! 

Let creation 

shout and sing! 

 

Word from God eternal springing, 

fill our minds, we pray, 

and in all artistic vision 

give integrity. 

May the flame within us burning 

kindle yearning 

day by day. 

 

In all places and for ever 

Holy One, be blessed! 

Praise the Source of our living; 

Stories & Circles 

by 

Jan Richardson 



 

 

God in Christ, expressed. 

In our worship and our living 

keep us striving 

for the best. 
CH4 612 David Mowbray; © 1979 Stainer & Bell Ltd and 

 The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (UK). 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-740884 

& CCLI License 1133487 & 103516. All rights reserved 

Prayer with movement 

Focusing Movement: 

ALL: Within us (hands at heart) 

Between us (hands open) 

Beyond us (arms stretched in front) 

The Living God is creating new life 

 

We unite our prayers together in the Jesus’ Prayer or Lord’s Prayer using the 

form or words which are most worshipful for us… 

Source of Life,  

Father and Mother of us all: 

Creation honours you! 

May your Realm of Justice & Joy 

Sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another,  

forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Welcoming New Members: Samson & Chibuikem  

 

Hymn: Break not the circle of enabling love CH4 206 

Break not the circle of enabling love, 

where people grow, forgiven and forgiving; 

break not that circle — make it wider still, 

till it includes, embraces all the living. 

 

Come, wonder at the love that comes to life, 

where words of freedom are with humour spoken 

and people keep no score of wrong and guilt, 

but will that human bonds remain unbroken. 

 

Sing high!  Give thanks for all who came and come 



 

 

to teach the world the craft of hopeful craving 

for peace and wholeness that will fill the earth; 

for faith that stirs us to creative living. 

 

Join then the movement of the love that frees, 

till people of whatever race or nation 

will truly be themselves, stand on their feet, 

see eye to eye with laughter and elation. 

 
Fred Kaan (1929–2009) 

Contributors: Fred Kaan, Peter Sharrocks 

Tune: © 2006 Stainer & Bell Ltd Text: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 

 #A-740884& CCLI License 1133487 & 

 103516. All rights reserved 

 

Introduction: Stories and Circles 

 

Reading: Genesis 32:22-32 read by Moira Holmes 

22The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and 

his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and 

sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 

 

24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 

25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on 

the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 

26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will 

not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your 

name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and 

have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But 

he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So 

Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 

and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 

limping because of his hip. 

 

Reflection by Fiona Bennett 

 

Offering & Dedication 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow 

Praise God all creature here below 

Praise God above, You heavenly host 

Praise Maker Christ and Holy Ghost 

 

Communion 

 

Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561. 

Words: Thomas Ken,1637-1711.  



 

 

Hymn: Come to the table of grace 

Come to the table of grace 

Come to the table of grace 

This God’s table it’s not yours or mine 

Come to table of grace. 

 

Matthew 14:13-21 

13Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him 

on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 

he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, 

the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is 

now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and 

buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; 

you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but 

five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he 

ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 

two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 

20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the 

broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

One: We unite in prayer with followers of Jesus since the earliest times as we 

say: 

God be with you 

ALL: And with your spirit 

One: Lift up your hearts 

ALL: We lift them to God 

One: Let us give thanks to God 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 

One: Holy Loving God, 

For the universe you have crafted in all its variety and mystery 

ALL: We praise and thank you 

One: For the gift of Christ Jesus; vulnerable healer & guide 

ALL: We praise and thank you 

One: For your Salvation; love crucified and resurrected. 

ALL: We praise and thank you 

One: With people everywhere, past present and yet to come 

ALL: We praise and thank you. 

 

One: We offer you our thanks as we sing together… 

 

Words and Music – Barbara Hamm, ©2008 Hope Publishing 

Company. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-

740884& CCLI License 1133487 & 103516. All rights reserved 



 

 

Hymn: God bless to us our bread CH4 763 

God bless to us our bread, 

And give bread to all those who are hungry 

and hunger for justice to all who are fed. 

God bless to us our bread. 
Words and Music – John Bell, 

 ©1997 Wild Goose Resource Group.  

Reprinted with permission 

 under ONE LICENSE #A-740884& CCLI License 

 1133487 & 103516. All rights reserved. 

 

Song: This is the body of Christ CH4 799 

Broken that we might be whole. 

This cup as promised by God, 

True to God’s Word, 

Cradles our Lord 

Food the good of us all. 

 

Closing Response 

One: Together we are nourished by Jesus’ life. 

ALL: We go to share his life and love. 

 

Notices 

 

Hymn: We are bearers of the story   

We are bearers of the story 

handed down through time and space, 

shared through word and song and action, 

lived and treasured in each place.  

Told in every human culture, 

Good news for the world to hear, 

may we too pass on the story, 

sharing that which we hold dear.  

 

We are crafters of the story, 

finding fresh, insightful ways 

to discern new depth of meaning 

for the people of our age.  

Jesus, living word among us 

prompt us now to share our faith, 

frame our speech with words of promise 

fill our lives with acts of grace.  

 

We are words within the story 

words of life, and words of hope 

Words and Music – John Bell, ©1997 Wild 

Goose Resource Group. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-

740884& CCLI License 1133487 & 103516. 

All rights reserved. 



 

 

words of light to all in darkness 

when we struggle, fail to cope. 

Words of solace for the mournful, 

words of peace to those who fear, 

words of welcome for the lonely 

words affirming God is near.  

 

Let the story dwell within us, 

let the story speak anew, 

let the story guide our searching 

in the quest for what is true. 

Live the faith which God has given, 

be the hope for all the world 

sharing love, God’s very being 

witnessed through our Risen Lord. 
© Rev Lindsey Sanderson.  

Reprinted with permission. 

 

Blessing & Sung Amen 

 

 

 

  



 

 

What’s on @ AUC this week? 

 

Event Date Time Location Notes 

Sunday 

Worship 

Sun 

2nd 

Aug 

11a

m 

AUC & 

Online 

Blended worship with Fiona 

leading and preaching 

Post Service 

Zoom Social 

Sun 

2nd 

Aug 

12 

noon 

Online  

Our Tribe 

LGBTQI+ 

Gathering 

 

Thu 

6th   

Aug 

7:30-

9pm 

Online Our Tribe is a monthly gathering 

for LGBTQI+ Christians, allies and 

explorers. We meet online 7.30-

9pm to explore a topic and 

worship together. To find out 

more and to get online links 

please email Rev Maxwell Reay 

(maxwell.reay@augustine.org.uk

). 

Our Tribe is a joint ministry of 

Augustine United URC and the 

Metropolitan Community 

Church. 

 

Contextual Bible Study is on break until Wednesday 2nd September 

 

Sunday 

Worship 

Sun 

9th 

Aug 

11a

m 

AUC & 

Online 

Blended worship with Fiona 

leading and preaching 

Post Service 

Zoom Social 

Sun 

9th 

Aug 

12 

noon 

Online  

 

Zoom ID for worship: 84317815003 

Zoom ID for all social events: 3140057633 

Password: 1861AUC 

Zoom Telephone number: 0131 4601196 

 


