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Getting Involved 
Within AUC there are Ministry Teams 

which are responsible for different 

areas of Church Life. If you would 

like to know more or get involved 

with one of these please    

e-mail the contact person. 

 

Centre, Property & Finance 

Tom Murray 

treasurer@augustine.org.uk  

 

Children  

Kirsty Murray 

juniorchurch@augustine.org.uk 

 

Communication 

Eilidh Carmichael 

eilidh.carmichael@augustine.org.uk 

 

Our Tribe (LGBTI Ministry) 

Rev Maxwell Reay 

associateminister@augustine.org.uk  

 

Peace & Justice 

Harriet Davidson 

harriet.davidson@augustine.org.uk  

 

Pastoral & Mental Health 

Anne MacKenzie 

anne.mackenzie@augustine.org.uk  

 

Worship  

Rev Fiona Bennett 

minister@augustine.org.uk  

 

Young People 

Matt Baines 

matt.baines@augustine.org.uk 

 

To get involved volunteering within 

AUC or the local community: 

 

AUC Volunteering 

Fiona Somerville  

rota@augustine.org.uk  

 

Local Community 

Volunteering 

Della Morris 

della.morris@augustine.org.uk  

Jesus rose from the dead he still bore the wounds of 

violence and injustice in his hands and side, they had not 

be washed away or rubbed out, nor had he allowed them to 

overwhelm him. Scars were part of who the risen Christ was, 

they shaped his story but they did not define his person or 

control his attitudes towards life. 

Many people in Sri Lanka of all faiths, will be bearing the 

wounds of loss and grief, which the family of Lyra McKee and 

the community of NI will be experiencing too. And their injuries 

are wounds on all humanity, still tearing on the risen Christ. What 

can he show us in how to cope with this barbaric loss and hurt? 

Is it perhaps the challenge to remember we follow a scarred 

risen Christ, who accepts his scars as part of his wholeness, but 

does not to allow them to define his person or control his 

attitudes to life? How can we all be more like him? 

<1 

Church Meeting Reports 

T o reflect LGBT History Month the topic of the February 

church meeting was Catalyst: 50 years of activism. Maxwell 

Reay shared his experiences of LGBT activism over his lifetime 

and how this has resulted in changes to the law and an 

improvement to the way LGBT people are regarded by 

society.  

The March church business meeting interviewed Tom Murray 

on the financial results of Augustine for the year to 31 

December 2018. Overall the Church made a deficit of £38,230, 

the main reason being the £40,000 incurred in the year for the 

replacement of the Studio ceiling in August. Unfortunately this 

loss has greatly reduced the Fabric Fund which is used to pay 

for any building repairs. The meeting then moved on to discuss 

the key questions of how we improve the church finances and 

improve participation in key roles? We have a healthy 

congregation but how do we raise an extra £15,000 a year? A 

range of ideas and views were provided by the members 

present and a decision was made to engage the skills of an 

experienced outside independent individual to provide 

recommendations on the way forward.   

On the 7th of April, Laurence Wareing led the church meeting 

where members discussed what pilgrimage meant for them. 

Richard Frazer, the Minister at Greyfriars who has recently 

written a book about his experiences on a pilgrimage on the 

Camino de Santiago, was interviewed and read a chapter 

from his book where he had a holy experience. 

Our church meeting on 12th May will include our AGM. 

Steven Smillie 
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Pastoral Care 

“…bearing with one another in love…”  

(Ephesians 4:2) 

 

A t AUC, we aim to provide a web of care 

which promotes growth in relationships 

and good spiritual/mental health, through 

both informal and formal contacts. If you are 

looking for individual support please contact 

a minister: Rev Fiona Bennett 

(minister@augustine.org.uk) or Rev Maxwell 

Reay (associateminister@augustine.org.uk).  

As well as offering 1:1 support in the setting 

which is most appropriate for you, they can 

link you with the pastoral visiting team which 

offers regular support to the housebound. 

Prayer requests are welcomed. They can be 

shared with the ministers directly or via the 

Church Office. If you would like support due 

to a mental health issue, you would be 

welcome at the Mental Health Drop-in, held 

weekly on Tuesdays 10.30am-12pm in the 

Sanctuary. This is hosted by AUC and run by 

the NHS Lothian Spiritual Care team. Further 

details available through Maxwell. 

Safeguarding Training 2019 

Please note the change of date!  

Thurs 6th June, 7.30-9.30pm 

Sun 9th June: 1.30-3.00pm  
 

I f you had previously booked to attend the 

session on Sun 2nd June, please contact Ivy 

(ivg.ng@augustine.org.uk) and let her know 

your preference now.  

As a reminder, this training is for all Junior 

Church leaders, creche helpers, TLC Youth 

Group leaders and helpers, Home and 

Hospital Team members, Elders and 

volunteers who obtained PVG membership 

through AUC.  

Refreshments to be provided before the 

training.  

GIVE  

ACT  

PRAY 

J oin us as we mark Christian Aid Week this 

on Sunday 12th May.   

We will be holding a collection and hosting a 

BIG BRUNCH after the service and before our 

church AGM, so do join us and give what you 

can to fight poverty. 

Churches came together to found Christian 

Aid Week to fight for equality, dignity and 

freedom for all.  This year, Christian Aid is 

focusing on the severe lack of healthcare in 

Sierra Leone, which makes it the world's most 

dangerous place to become a mum.  

Tragically, 10 women will die today giving 

birth there. 

This year's campaigning action will centre on 

asking the UK Government to use its power 

within the International Monetary Fund to call 

to drop Sierra Leone's debt. 

When Ebola struck Sierra Leone, its 

government had little choice but to accept 

loans from the IMF to help it cope with the 

crisis.  Debt repayments have left Sierra 

Leone with even less money to provide the 

healthcare so needed to ensure mums and 

babies survive 

childbirth.  The 

country lacks funds 

for proper health 

clinics, health 

training and 

ambulances.  Now 

we are asking our 

Chancellor to push 

the IMF to drop 

Sierra Leone's debt. 

You can sign the petition and get more info 

here www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-

week/campaign-petition-drop-sierra-leone-

debt 

Harriet Davidson 

mailto:ivg.ng@augustine.org.uk
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/campaign-petition-drop-sierra-leone-debt
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/campaign-petition-drop-sierra-leone-debt
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/campaign-petition-drop-sierra-leone-debt
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This is a Justice Issue: Help us challenge Christian-based 

homophobia and transphobia at LGBTQI Pride in Edinburgh 

on Saturday 22nd June  

T he Pride march and celebration is a time 

when AUC is visible and active in the 

community. Our aim is to ensure the 

message ‘God loves all’ is heard and seen 

by as many folks as possible. This is a life 

saving message. We do this because we 

know that many folks struggle with the idea 

that you can be an LGBTQI person of faith.  

Last year in Edinburgh at the gathering for 

the Pride march and during the march we 

encountered a well organised and 

equipped Christian protest that attempted 

to tell a different story. With placards 

quoting bible verses, out of context, as an 

attempt to try and terrify folks into 

“repenting from the so-called sin of 

homosexuality.”  

A large gathering of young LGBTQI folks 

spontaneously took it upon themselves to 

chant back “God Loves Gays.” I suspect 

the majority of these young folk would not 

call themselves Christian, but this did not 

stop them standing up for those LGBTQI folks 

who do. This is a justice issue. It was one of 

the most moving experiences at Pride that I 

have ever witnessed. 

This year at Pride on Saturday 22nd June AUC 

want to be out there first with placards that 

say GOD LOVES ALL.  

Let us be the church that makes a 

difference in the lives of those in our LGBTQI 

communities. This is a justice issue. This is a 

life saving issue. 

To do this we are asking folks to pledge £10 

to sponsor a professionally made 

placard. Sponsor one you carry yourself or if you can’t make it along on the day sponsor one for 

someone else to carry. Sponsor one, two or three! Sponsor as many as you like. 

This is a justice issue. This is a life saving issue. 

Please email Maxwell (associateminister@augustine.org.uk) to make your pledge.  

Maxwell Reay 

mailto:associateminister@augustine.org.uk
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Helplines:    

Stand Alone: www.standalone.org.uk (for 

those experiencing family estrangement) 

LGBT Support: 0300 123 2523   

Samaritans: 116 123 

Childline: 0800 1111     

Rape Crisis: 08088 010 302    

Breathing Space: 0800 838587   

Edinburgh Crisis Centre: 0808 8010414 

 

I  know from experience that my time in 

Scotland, and with AUC, will have lasting 

impacts that I cannot fully understand yet. I'm 

looking forward to the 

continual revealing of those 

learnings and teachings; both 

about myself and the wider 

world.  

When I first left the US, way 

back in August of 2012, 

everyone told me it would be 

an adventure. I think 

adventure is probably the 

wrong word. A better word for 

it is ones we have been talking 

about through Lent - 

pilgrimage or journey.  

Perhaps I wasn't listening to the 

ways in which journeys were being taught to me 

here, or perhaps I just needed more time and 

intention, but I have been working on preparing 

myself to return to the US in a journeyful way. This 

has meant that I also have been reflecting on 

my time in Scotland as a journey - one to 

become more myself, one to become a 

dynamic unit with Elizabeth, one to be open to 

the ways other people can shift and change my 

own life.  

AUC has taught me many things 

about hospitality, openness and 

affirmation in the context of 

Christianity and being a presence 

of justice in the world. I will greatly 

miss this community. You have 

given me many gifts and trusted 

me enough to show me what you 

saw in me.  

I have been reading about 

nomadic subjects (both a 

practical and philosophical 

idea), but wanted to leave you 

with this quote from Rosi Braidotti 

that I am thinking about in this time of transition,  

"Becoming has to do with the emptying out of 

the self, opening it out to possible encounters 

with the 'outside'".  

All the best,     Jonathan Bay 

Journeying Across the Pond 

Advance Notice 

O n Sunday 9th June Church Meeting will 

be a presentation & discussion about 

our future - Maximising the Sustainability of 

AUC - led by Fiona, with our newly appointed 

Consultant, Deborah Pike. Please join us.  

City Centre Parking 

F rom May, the Council is pedestrianising 

some city centre roads on the first Sunday 

of the month. This does not include George IV 

Bridge, but will increase pressure on parking. 

There are additional changes, including 

charges, proposed and there will be a city 

centre churches meeting taking place on 

Sunday 12th May at Lauriston Hall (28 Lauriston 

St) at 2.30pm.  

Fiona presents Jonathan with 

a gift and card from the 

congregation 
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When: Sunday 9th June from 2-4.30pm 

Where: 113 West Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 2RU 

 

What is it about? 

The afternoon is about beginning a conversa-

tion, most importantly with ourselves. It’s about 

beginning to think of ways to deepen disciple-

ship, about what opportunities for service are 

right for each one and learning what support for 

preparation and learning is available. 

Among the possible topics: 

• Making Christian sense of my work 

• Turning my volunteering into discipleship 

• Ministry of Word and Sacrament… for me? 

• What this about Model IV? 

• Being a lay preacher 

• Getting better at pastoral care 

• How to I begin to think about calling? 

• Working more effectively with children 

 

And lunch? A soup and sandwich lunch will be 

available from 1pm 

 

What will it cost? It won’t cost anything at all. In 

fact, we want everyone to be able to attend. If 

you would like help in meeting the costs of com-

ing please let us know. 

 

How do I sign up? You can sign up at http://

tinyurl.com/ScotVoc1, by telephone 0141 248 

5382, or by emailing training@urcscotland.org.uk 

 

There is a closing date for signup - 25 May.  

The Great Vocations Conversation 

Y ou are invited to take part in a unique pilgrimage around a 

series of 15 “stained glass windows”, originally created for the 

Scottish Mental Health and Arts Festival (SMHAF). 

For five years from 2014, members of the Community Mental Health 

Drop-in have produced eye-catching, thought-providing displays in 

the side entrances to our church. Last year, these window paintings 

were photographed for the Out of Sight Out of Mind exhibition at 

Summerhall and the images are being re-hung in the AUC sanctuary 

during SMHAF this month. 

A specially produced pilgrimage around the windows has been 

produced, which allows time to reflect on their themes. Join us for 

this experience in May: 

Friday 10th May 10am–12.30pm 

Tuesday 14th May 1.30–4pm 

Wednesday 22nd May 7–9.30pm 

 

 The pilgrimage is open to all and you’ll be able to participate in whatever way works for you. 

Windows Pilgrimage comes to AUC 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9W7pWcP49KHNb_Rf7mjydXltTEHBPMpVCCZJYWHUIexyf3Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf9W7pWcP49KHNb_Rf7mjydXltTEHBPMpVCCZJYWHUIexyf3Q/viewform
mailto:training@urcscotland.org.uk
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T hrough the season of Lent, we have been 

thinking about pilgrimages – what they are, 

how they may support our reflections about 

faith and life, and in what ways we can 

develop pilgrimages out of (and within) our 

church here on George IV Bridge. 

Within worship, we touched on the meaning of 

pilgrimage in a number of ways – in our liturgy, 

in our sermons, and through two special 

interviews. Fiona interviewed Gill Lawrence 

about her experience of pilgrimages with 

groups on the island 

of Iona and Laurence 

invited Ishbel Smith to 

talk about the 

pilgrimage walks she 

has developed 

around the buildings 

and grounds of 

Balerno Parish 

Church. 

Ishbel also talked 

about the labyrinth 

that she creates at 

Balerno each 

Advent. Labyrinths 

were a new idea to 

many of us. They take 

the form of an 

ancient pattern, 

winding round on the 

ground – a little like a 

maze but without the 

dead ends! 

Individuals and groups can take however long 

they wish to follow a path that helps us focus on 

our feelings and needs before returning us back 

to everyday life.  

On World Labyrinth Day (4th May), a small group 

took a short bus ride to Polwarth Parish Church 

to walk the beautiful labyrinth there. It turns out 

that there are several labyrinths around the city, 

indoors and out of doors – including one just 

along the road in George Square gardens.  

 

Our thinking about pilgrimages was drawn 

together in an after-church discussion at the 

beginning of April. We reflected on how a 

pilgrimage is an intentional walk that allows us 

time and space to empty our minds, and to 

experience a shared “energy” that comes from 

companions on the way. Those companions 

may be with us in the here and now, or they 

may be individuals who have walked the same 

paths as us in the past over countless past 

generations.  

As with the labyrinth 

experience, we 

understood how a 

pilgrimage leads us 

away from everyday life 

(to “take time out”) but 

also returns us again to 

our day to day 

existence. Hopefully, we 

will feel a little stronger, 

a little more focused, 

and a little more aware 

of the world and 

communities around us.  

We were joined on this 

occasion by Richard 

Frazer, minister of 

Greyfriars, who shared 

his experience of 

walking the Camino de 

Compostela (also 

known as the Camino 

de Santiago).  

This was a walk of 1000km made over around 

seven weeks. Richard, who has written about 

the trek in a new book, Walking with a Stick, 

published by Birlinn, spoke about emptying his 

mind and encountering the miraculous as he 

made his way through Spain. But he said that it 

is also entirely possible to have similar 

experiences on far shorter walks on the streets 

around us. 

Laurence Wareing 

Walking and winding through Lent 

>8 
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To be a pilgrim – what’s coming up 

O n 2nd June, after the morning service, there will be a gathering to discuss both our existing 

arrangements for heritage open days at AUC and our proposed urban pilgrimages. The 

meeting will last about an hour.  

You may already have received a letter about this. If not, and if you’re interested in finding out 

more, please feel welcome to come along. If you’d like more information about the meeting, 

please speak to Laurence or drop him an email at laurence.wareing@augustine.co.uk  

Finally – hold this date: Sunday 18th August. This year’s ecumenical Away Day/pilgrimage will be to 

the Borders Abbeys Way, which runs between the ruined abbeys of Melrose, Dryburgh, Jedburgh 

and Kelso. We will explore part of the route, providing accessible options for all.     

KILTWALK in EDINBURGH  

Sunday 15th September  
 

T he Kiltwalk is the lowest cost way to raise 

funds for what you care about. You can raise 

funds for the charity of your choice and 140% 

of what you raise goes directly to that charity. 

Last year Fiona Bennett and I took part in the 

Kiltwalk and we raised about £700 for the mental 

health pilgrimage work at Augustine United 

Church.  

Some of this came from sponsorship and a further 40% is added on from the Tom Hunter 

Foundation. As a charity, AUC can raise a maximum of £5000 at the Kiltwalk and then £2000 will 

be added to this to give us a total of £7000. This is more than Gift Aid. 

This is a great way to help raise funds, have fun and of course get fit or fitter! 

The Edinburgh Kiltwalk has 3 levels of walks: 

• The Mighty Stride: 24 Miles - £30 entry fee 

• The Big Stroll: 15.5 Miles - £30 entry fee 

• The Wee Wander: 5 Miles - £12 (£6 Child) entry fee 

 

There are lots of stops on the way to get refreshments and toilets. You can go at your own pace.  

It is NOT a race.  

Let’s make this a great big church fun day!  

Sign up at www.thekiltwalk.co.uk/events/edinburgh/ 

And join our Augustine United Church Walkers Team.  

 

Maxwell Reay  

<7 

mailto:laurence.wareing@augustine.co.uk
https://www.thekiltwalk.co.uk/events/edinburgh/
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E co-Congregation as we are, we needed to 

send a representative to this gathering, 

arranged and chaired by Rev. David Coleman. 

So Joan and I felt the call to visit Dundee's new 

waterfront branch of the Victoria and Albert 

Museum just in time for the conference!  

It was well worth it. "Transforming Energy, 

Transforming Life" was the general theme. The 

two main speakers, Jim Skea and Neil Kermode, 

left us in no doubt about the urgency of action 

to combat climate change. Skea spoke about 

the need to switch workers onto other industries 

that don't use fossil fuels: a 'Just Transition' that 

as already brought together environmentalists 

and members of the TUC. Agriculture must 

change fundamentally, as must the entire use 

of land. Above all, we must eliminate coal as a 

source of energy. A report of the Just 

Transmission Commission is due out in May. 

Meanwhile, its minutes are available online.  

Kermode put heart into us with the success story 

from Orkney. Here they are already using tidal 

and wind power to such effect that they are 

actually exporting energy into the national grid. 

A neat advertisement showed several cars 

parked in such a fashion as to spell out "NO 

CO2". But even here there is much to be done. 

Dependent as they are on ferries for practically 

everything, research is being conducted into 

using hydrogen to power marine and other 

engines. At question time afterwards, there was 

speculation as to whether it might be possible 

to power aircraft by electricity. Me, I doubt it - 

but it does show up the kind of question that 

needs answering if we are to beat disastrous 

and irreversible climate change.  

A panel of members from half a dozen different 

congregations spoke briefly about what they 

were doing in this sphere. Better insulation of 

buildings, car sharing, avoidance of plastics, 

even litter picking all came up as 

environmentally sound activities.  

We went on to the V&A museum: which is just 

wonderful. But what if it is all too late for a 

planet already over-stretched by consumption 

of its riches - including its climate? There is no 

plan B - and no planet B either. 

 

John Miller 

Passion 

Sunday Palms 

Can you 

spot yours? 
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A s my time at Augustine draws to a close, I would 

like to reflect using two photos. The first is of the 

tree that we stripped of its leaves on Trans Day of 

Remembrance, leaving us only with a cross as we 

remembered those lost to transphobia and violence.  

The second is of the road to the cross that remained at 

the front of the church in April, as Our Tribe considered 

the events of the resurrection and the Christian 

community that arose (a little like a phoenix?) from the 

ashes.  

That journey from life to endings, to transformation and, 

finally, into right relationship with each-other seems, to 

me, to be at the core of Christian discipleship, and it is a 

journey that I have been reminded of throughout my 

monthly visits to Augustine.  

You are a community that holds difference in tension, 

that genuinely includes diversity rather than attempting 

to flatten it out to an ‘easy-to-handle’ level, and that 

seeks to offer genuine welcome to everyone who 

crosses the thresh-hold. 

And that necessitates endings – the ending of ideologies 

and ritualistic ways of thinking that close doors rather 

than open them. But the way that you approach these 

vital endings also embodies new life, new ways of 

thinking, new hope for all, newly open doors.  

Thank you so much for showing me new ways to allow 

God to transform churches into Christian communities 

that seek to open doors to right relationship with each-

other, with God, and with the earth. Thank you for giving 

me hope that these tensions can be held together.  

In May, my final Our Tribe, we will be looking at transformation, in the broadest sense of the word. 

My academic interests lie in the transformative potential of trans identities, and I am looking 

forward to sharing my passion for transformation with those who come along to Our Tribe in May. 

But, in the meantime, thankyou for your hospitality during our 9-month journey together. 

Alex Clare-Young 

Transformation: A reflection on placement at AUC 

Prayer Request: The URC’s Mission Council meets from 13th-15th May in High Leigh in England. The 

meeting will consider whether the denomination as a whole should divest from any funds relating 

to fossil fuels, following the example set by the Scottish, Thames North and South West Synods. 

Your prayers ahead of this important meeting are appreciated.   
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Junior Church welcomes families in all their wonderful diversity. We do our best to offer a safe and 

nurturing space for families and their friends. We have varied activities each week, from 

storytelling, to crafts, games and video making. We have a crèche for little ones and baby 

changing facilities are available. We use materials to appeal to children’s different learning styles 

using the PowerXpress curriculum, and also use Godly Play (www.godlyplay.org.uk). 

Children at Augustine are welcome to receive communion and to fully participate in the life of 

the church. Children regularly help during services, and sometimes serve communion to the wider 

church community. 

Please feel free to contact us using the details on p.2 of Seeds if you have any questions. 

Spring with Seedlings 

W e continue with our annual theme: Listening; Knowing; Acting. Have any of the stories 
or activities in Junior Church made you listen?  

What do you know? (Hint – children know more than we think...they are watching and 
absorbing everything we do...no pressure folks! :-) 

Does this generate action? Can we always see action?  

At the beginning of May we will be thinking more about ‘Peace be with you/Shalom’ which we  
started in April on Sunday. 

We will then celebrate Christian Aid week and get involved with the disciples going out to 
tell the Good News.  

At the end of the month on Marathon Day (when we’ll all be at church from 12-1pm—don’t 
forget!) we will find out all about Eric Liddell. He was a famous runner and we’ll be learning 
about that (no doubt a bit of film could be involved!) and also his time in China.  

As ever, do remember to ask our wonderful junior church about what they have been up to 
after the service.  
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Please note the deadline for material for the June issue is Sunday 26th May. 

Calendar 
Worship Services at 11am on Sundays at AUC, 

George IV Bridge. All events at AUC, unless otherwise 

stated. Later updates on website/notice sheet 

DISCLAIMER: Although we check all information, as ever we can give no warranties as to accuracy or relevance and encourage 

active checking. The views expressed in our newsletter are those of the individual contributor, they are not necessarily those of AUC or 

the editor. 


