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Getting Involved 
Within AUC there are Ministry Teams 

which are responsible for different 

areas of Church Life. If you would 

like to know more or get involved 

with one of these please    

e-mail the contact person. 

 

Centre, Property & Finance 

Tom Murray 

treasurer@augustine.org.uk  

 

Children & Young People 

Kirsty Murray 

juniorchurch@augustine.org.uk 

 

Communication 

Eilidh Carmichael 

eilidh.carmichael@augustine.org.uk 

 

Our Tribe (LGBTI Ministry) 

Rev Maxwell Reay 

associateminister@augustine.org.uk  

 

Peace & Justice 

Harriet Davidson 

harriet.davidson@augustine.org.uk  

 

Pastoral & Mental Health 

Anne MacKenzie 

anne.mackenzie@augustine.org.uk  

 

Worship  

Rev Fiona Bennett 

minister@augustine.org.uk  

 

If you would like to get involved 

volunteering within AUC or the local 

community: 

 

AUC Volunteering 

Fiona Somerville  

rota@augustine.org.uk  

 

Local Community 

Volunteering 

Della Morris 

della.morris@augustine.org.uk  

have been ordaining women for some time which is: What 

difference has it made to the Ministry of Word and 

Sacrament? And by that I mean how has the Ministry of Word & 

Sacrament been changed by having women as ministers? 

Have women simply fitted into a male role and power structure 

or have we transformed it for both women and men? And what 

effect has this had on the Church as a whole?  

There are no easy answers to this, but has left me helpfully 

pondering yet again about the nature of Ministry of Word & 

Sacrament and how it can be most effectively exercised today. 

<1 

Pastoral Care 

P lease note Fiona, our Minister, will be on holiday from Friday 

22nd June until Saturday 14th July. In the case of pastoral 

emergency during this time, please contact the Church 

Secretary, Kathleen Ziffo in the first instance.  

Phone – 339 1095 or secretary@augustine.org.uk 

Emails 

We’re in the process of changing the email 

addresses used by Elders, Ministers and post 

holders at AUC.  

We’re aiming to make this as seamless as 

possible, but do have a look at the addresses 

to the right and send any correspondence to 

these accounts. Don’t worry though, we’ll still 

be keeping an eye on existing accounts while 

the handover is taking place.  

If you have any doubts, or don’t think your 

message is getting to the person it should, 

contact administrator@augustine.org.uk. That 

address is staying exactly the same and the 

administrator will make sure your email gets to 

the right person. Thanks for your patience! 

Save the Date! 

T he Induction of the new Eco-Congregation Chaplain, Rev 

David Coleman, will be in AUC on Saturday 8th Sept at 2pm.  

mailto:secretary@augustine.org.uk
mailto:administrator@augustine.org.uk
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All Change in the Administration Team: An Update from the 

Office 

R achel: I’m back! After 9 months of trying to work out how to be a mother (work in progress 

there…), I’m now trying to work out how to be a mother and an administrator simultaneously! 

Luckily I have a very lovely community of folk at my workplace who are helping to ease me into 

this transition and seem to be very tolerant of my baby brain… :)  

In all seriousness, it is really nice to be back. I’ve had an incredible 9 months off and Caleb is going 

from strength to strength but its daddy’s turn for a baby ‘holiday’ now and my turn to sit at a desk, 

drink hot cups of tea and have some adult conversation!  

I’ll be working three days a week (9am-5pm) Tuesday, Thursday and Friday so please come say hi 

(but don’t be offended if it’s only a quick hello – I need to get used to the fact I can’t just stay late 

in the office to catch up anymore!). 

(From left to right: Nicola, Rachel and Caleb—just in case anyone wasn’t sure!) 

N icola: I’m away! I’ve loved working as AUC’s Administrator for the past 9 months, 

particularly the opportunity to be part of providing a great service to our congregation as 

well as the community life of Edinburgh.  

One of the main things I’ve learnt is that our rental business does not enable us to fulfil our mission 

and our ministry – it is a crucial part of our mission and ministry. The strengths and innovation AUC 

has in welcoming and affirming all people chimes with my belief that churches can articulate and 

respond to the needs and concerns of all people. By providing a great service to the community, 

AUC is a visible sign of sharing this ‘good news’ in Edinburgh and beyond.  

In September, I’m going to start training full time for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament in the 

URC at Northern College, in Manchester. To say, I’m really excited would be an understatement! 

I’ll be studying for an MA in Contextual Theology alongside placements in a different 

denomination, in a chaplaincy setting and in URC churches.   

Note from the Ed: I plan on making sure Nicola keeps us up-to-date with her new adventures! 

Even if we filled the whole of Seeds with nothing else, there simply isn’t enough space to thank her 

for her contribution here. 
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LGBTQI Pride, Saturday 16th June  

 

W e gathered outside 

the Scottish 

Parliament—whistles, 

flags, banners, young and 

old, from youth groups, 

churches, banks, 

restaurants, choirs, sports 

groups and health 

agencies.  

We faced homophobic 

religion more obvious and 

vociferous than in previous years, but 

people chanted “God Loves Gays” in 

return.  

Coming together under the Our Tribe 

banner, we started our march up the 

Royal Mile. About 30 people marched 

with us—many whom had never before been at Pride.  

It felt that you could see us all stretching on for miles. We 

were a diverse bunch. It took us about an hour and a 

half to reach Bristo Square which was overflowing so our part of the 

march was diverted to the Meadows. There were between 6,500 and 

9,000 people depending on who you asked! 

As usual, we had a community stall which had a steady stream of visitors, many talking about the 

homophobic banner wavers and saying how glad they were to see us there. It is good to know 

that we make a difference to people even if they never set foot in AUC. 

Rev Maxwell Reay  

 

Our Tribe  Meeting, June 2018 

A t Our Tribe in June we screened the film “Pride”. We had about 30 in attendance and 

popcorn was eaten!  

This film is the true story of a group of lesbians and gay men who supported a small Welsh mining 

village during the miners’ strike of 1984. The group – Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners, led by 

Mark Ashton – collected money, clothing and food to help the community. This was not without 

objection, some from the LGBT community, some from the mining community and the media. The 

tabloids roared with the story of miners being supported by ‘perverts’ but they fought back and 

held the famous “Pits and Perverts” Benefit Gig, headlined by Bronski Beat. 

The village debated whether to accept support from a group of lesbians and gay men, whether 

they wanted to be associated with them. They faced ridicule from other mining communities, but 
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the support carried on. In a rigged vote the miners’ community decided to discontinue receiving 

support, but this was not the end of the story. The miners went back to work amid pit closures and 

much hardship, but the story of Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners spread. 

At Pride in 1985, dozens of miners’ lodges came with their banners and bands to support LGBT folk. 

There were so many of them that they were put at the start of the march. These events led to the 

Trades Union Congress voting to support lesbian and gay rights, carried due to the votes of the 

National Union of Miners. 

This is a story of solidarity and how if you stand up for the rights of another you stand for your own 

rights too. 

 

Forthcoming News 

T he theme for Our Tribe on Sunday 8th July will be “On The Fringe”. As Edinburgh gears up for this 

year's festival, many of us may attend fringe events and performances. But the word fringe is 

often used when thinking about LGBT folk and others.  

We will be exploring what it feels like to be on the fringe—is it a place of comfort or a scary place? 

Can we learn from the fringe? What happens when we move more towards the centre?  

Come and join us as we explore through words, songs, silence and art. We will also share 

communion where all are welcome.  

In August, Our Tribe will be going on an outing to Cramond on Sunday 12th, leaving from AUC at 

12.30pm. Bring a picnic. We will travel by bus so bring your bus pass or money for a ticket. If the tides 

permit, we may walk over to the Island.  

Please arrive promptly so you don’t get left behind.  

Service of Induction 

 

O n Sunday 17th June, the Rev Trevor 

Jamison was inducted as the new 

Minister for St Columba’s United 

Reformed Church in South Shields. Our Minister 

Fiona took part in the induction service.  

Trevor is the outgoing Eco-Congregation 

Scotland Chaplain and has been a member of 

AUC during that time.  

We wish Trevor and Sue all the very best on this new 

journey!  

 

 

                                (Pictures reproduced with thanks to St Columba’s URC) 
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 Silver Award! 

F ollowing a visit by two Eco-Congregation Scotland Assessors 

on Friday 29th June, AUC is to be recommended by them for 

a Silver Award. We are really pleased about this, and will let 

everyone know how and when a presentation will eventually 

occur – and much more of what this means for our church 

community. Watch this space!  

A delegation from AUC (Tom, Elizabeth, Della, Kathleen and 

Jayson) had a thorough discussion with the assessors about what 

we have (and haven’t quite) achieved so far, in caring for our 

God-given environment.  

Following a walk together around AUC we considered how we 

might continue to develop and improve in future: learning of 

ways some other churches have grappled with issues like old 

buildings and town or city (rather than parish or rural) situations. 

Improvements in how we could in future recognise, quantify and 

build on successful ventures were suggested.  

The Assessors felt they had also gained from our experiences, as we seek to respond to God’s 

love of us and our planet in the many ways we try to act for peace and justice in the struggles, 

but also the successes, of our city centre church.   

                       Kathleen Ziffo 

Pastoral Care 

“…bearing with one another in love…”  

(Ephesians 4:2) 

A t AUC, we aim to provide a web of care which promotes growth in relationships and good 

spiritual/mental health, through both informal and formal contacts. If you are looking for 

individual support please contact a minister: Rev Fiona Bennett (minister@augustine.org.uk) or Rev 

Maxwell Reay (associateminister@augustine.org.uk). As well as offering 1:1 support in the setting 

which is most appropriate for you, they can link you with the pastoral visiting team which offers 

regular support to the housebound. 

Prayer requests are welcomed. They can be shared with the ministers directly or via the Church 

Office. If you would like support due to a mental health issue, you would be welcome at the 

Mental Health Drop-in, held weekly on Tuesdays 10.30am-12pm in the Sanctuary. This is hosted by 

AUC and run by the NHS Lothian Spiritual Care team. Further details available on through 

Maxwell. 
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I confess to being sick and tired of hearing that "God is Love". Why?   

A) The converse is untrue: love is not God.  

B) Love, to me, is a "wishy-washy" concept. You can love so many things, from nations to 

stamps to treacle pudding. Why include God, with all the majestic, creative connotations 

that go with Him - or is it Her? 

How about "God as Judge", then? Judges sit high up, on a bench, while those being judged are 

below, in the dock. Is this our God? If so, he's far too remote for me. I can't bridge a gap like that.  

I need a new definition of God - and I'm going to propose one.  

God is our referee. 

I was never much of an athlete. That was particularly manifest when I went to a rugby-playing 

school. Light, slow and timid, I couldn't make much headway in the hurly-burly of 'rugger'. But I 

love watching the game. Avidly watching the Six Nations on TV, I'm struck by the sheer physical 

energy of the players as they run and tackled, scrummage and pass.  

But there's one man on the field who has just as much running to do as anyone: the referee. He 

has to be there when Johnny Sexton sends a high kick towards (say) Welsh opponents, but he also 

has to be there when it lands in the arms of Leigh Halfpenny, forty yards down the pitch! Ever 

active, always vigilant, never still for a moment, the ref has to be right where the play is.  

His whistle started play, his whistle will also signal the end. How about that for an image of God? 

He's right here on the field, in the mist of the action: a ready judge, always at hand, who awards 

an appropriate penalty on the spot when there's an infringement and awards a score when one 

occurs.  

I think I've found my new definition of God, neither remote nor wishy-washy. In the great game of 

life, God is the referee. Like a rugby ref, He knows the rules intimately, having once played the 

game himself. Indeed, it is our Christian belief that God once played the game of human life, in 

the person of Jesus. 

                   Rev John Miller 

I need a new definition of God 

Helplines: 

LGBT Support: 0300 123 2523   Samaritans: 116 123 

Childline: 0800 1111     Rape Crisis: 8088 010 302     

Breathing Space: 0800 838587    Edinburgh Crisis Centre: 0808 8010414 
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Nine Commandments for Friends of Hearing 

Impaired People 

I t was suggested by a kind soul in the congregation that the pictures and tips below might make 

useful reading for our community. I hope it gives you food for thought and if it does remember 

these tips when you’re sharing them with others! I honestly couldn’t find this anywhere on the 

whole of the internet, so I hope this scanned version still reads OK.  
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12 Vegan Chocolate Peanut Butter Brownies 

Ingredients  

Two 225g cans of black eyed beans - drained and rinsed 

200g vegan dark chocolate 

1/2 cup rapeseed oil 

1/2 cup soya milk 

1/2 cup golden syrup or fine brown sugar 

1/3 tsp vanilla extract 

1/2 tsp salt 

1/2 cup cocoa powder 

1/4 tsp cinnamon 

1 cup plain flour 

1 tbsp flax seeds/linseeds, milled 

2 tsp instant coffee 

 

Method 

1. Preheat oven to 375f/190c and line a 9" square brownie pan with grease proof paper. 

2. Over a double boiler melt your chocolate, making sure that the water is not touching the 

bottom of the bowl. 

3. Add the black eyed beans, golden syrup, salt, vanilla extract, oil, soya milk and flax seeds to a 

food processor or use a hand blender. Start on low and blend until very smooth. Then add your 

melted chocolate and mix with a spatula. 

4. Fold in the cocoa powder, flour, cinnamon and instant coffee. 

5. Pour the brownie mixture into the lined baking pan and smooth out with a spatula. 

6. For the topping, heat the smooth peanut butter and oil together so that you have a very liquid 

peanut butter mixture. Drizzle the melted peanut butter over top the brownie batter. 

7. Sprinkle the chocolate chips and chopped walnuts over the brownie mix. 

8. Bake on the middle shelf of the oven for about 30/35 mins.  

9. Once removed from the oven allow the brownie to cool for an hour before slicing.  

Once completely cooled store in an air tight container in the fridge for up to one week. You can 

warm the chilled brownies in microwave or oven before serving. 

               Jayson Mannings 

Topping 

2 tbsp smooth peanut 

butter 

1 tsp rapeseed oil 

1/3 cup walnuts, chopped 

1/4 cup vegan chocolate 

chips 
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Violet is 9 on 13th July, Katherine 
turns 13 on the 26th. 

In August, Quinn celebrates his 
4th birthday on the 4th and Sara 

turns 2 on the 8th. 

“I would ask you to remember only this 
one thing. The stories people tell have a 
way of taking care of them. If stories 
come to you, care for them. And learn 
to give them away where they are 
needed. Sometimes a person needs a 
story more than food to stay alive. 
That is why we put these stories in 
each other’s memory. This is how people 
care for themselves.” 

 

Words from ‘Crow and Weasel’ by Barry Lopez. 
Quoted by Rev Cheryl V Minor “Launching a New 
Programme – Stories of God at Home” – a review 
of Jerome Berryman’s new book of the same name. 

From the Wall of the Junior Church Room 
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Junior Church welcomes families in all their wonderful diversity. We do our best to offer a safe and 

nurturing space for families and their friends. We have varied activities each week, from 

storytelling, to crafts, games and video making. We have a crèche for little ones and baby 

changing facilities are available. We use materials to appeal to children’s different learning styles 

using the PowerXpress curriculum, and also use Godly Play (www.godlyplay.org.uk). 

Children at Augustine are welcome to receive communion and to fully participate in the life of 

the church. Children regularly help during services, and sometimes serve communion to the wider 

church community. 

Please feel free to contact us using the details on p.2 of Seeds if you have any questions.  

July 2018 

Annual Theme: “Beginning and Belonging – Stories of Faith and Life”.   

We have a new project in July – The Bible According to 

Dr Seuss! 

 

News from the Junior Church team: Armed and 

Creative! 

We heard that our esteemed leader, Susan, was having 

some surgery. Perhaps to provide her with superpowers? 

The team responded as they know best – getting 

seriously creative to make a card. The heat gun was out! 

 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery Susan, we have all 

been thinking about you. 
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Please note the deadline for material for the September issue is Sunday 26th August. 

DISCLAIMER: Although we check all information, as ever we can give no warranties as to accuracy or relevance and encourage active checking. The 

views expressed in our newsletter are those of the individual contributor, they are not necessarily those of AUC or the editor. 

Calendar 
Worship Services at 11am on Sundays at AUC, 

George IV Bridge. All events at AUC, unless otherwise 

stated. Later updates on website/notice sheet 

NB Throughout the festival, worship will be in a theatre setting. The Tuesday morning mental health drop-in will be held at 

Lauriston, TBC.  


