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Dear  Friends, 
 This is a interesting time to take over the newsletter.  Bungie has left behind him, as well 
as some exciting software which will entertain me for weeks to come, a strong foundation 
and a good many bricks to build with. He has also handed me the Newsletter, with the 
surprising expectation expressed, in his farewell Newsletter, that I would bring a new 
creativity to it. Well, don’t hold your breath; but we’ll see what we can do.. 
 One thing: I don’t write the Newsletter; I only compile it. Please let me, or Doris, have, by 
hand, or email, or runner, or pigeon, any piece (word or picture) you have that you think 
people would find interesting, or that they ought to know about, or, for whatever reason, you 
think should be in the Newsletter, that you would think it a shame if people missed it. 
 
 October has been a busy month, to say the least. Bungie’s farewell party;  the very 
special Valedictory Service on the 7th, a Communion service which  united all our local group 
of services by their clergy and people, and Augustine’s Covenant renewal. A month that 
closed with a baptism, and the united service of our three churches at St. Columba’s-by-the-
Castle. 
 

 
Rev. M. Bunting returns the key of the Church 

 
 
 Now, Bungie has gone to the seaside*, and to fresh ecumenical woods. And we, while we 
wait, have taken on ourselves a newly-defined commitment, with, among others, as a 
heading, the word Proclamation - a very challenging word. John Wesley proclaimed the 
Word by the simple, if gruelling, process of travelling and preaching, everywhere and to any-
one who would stand and listen. His example has been followed many times since, but now 
that method seems to have worn itself out. People don’t gather to hear any more, except 
individually, in front of the TV. They are not walking home tired and dirty at the end of 
fourteen hours’ labour, and ready to hear anything with a promise; it is too easy to get 
involved in (a) the soaps or (b) the football. In the West, we have inherited a world more 
affluent and cosy than any since Homo (self-styled) Sapiens appeared on the earth. All our 
wants, it seems, are provided for.  Somebody will sort out global warming.  
 But though we claim to have something to say that the world desperately needs to hear; 

                                                        
* Musselburgh. 



 

 

we have this one big problem. Which, I think, is summed up by something I bought in the 
street: 
 
“Well?”.  
In your copy of The Big Issue the other week, came a copy of Well?,  the Scottish 
government’s magazine of the nation’s health, this time on mental health. No doubt you read 
it avidly. 
 It concerned itself misconceptions , and  
Solutions: how mental health can be achieved, or retrieved. There  was much of interest and 
value; but two things struck me. First, running through it seems to be the message that 
solutions to these problems were technical; you can learn exercises to achieve mental 
health. Second, there was barely a mention of religion as possibly of value. Certainly, the 
exercises can help; but here there is no hint of he possibility of a deep, lasting peace, or 
health, a foundation of mental health - and more. How do we get it across?  
 

A Message  
from Bungie, to be passed on to the Congregation: 

 Mandy & I] would like to express our deep thanks to everyone who helped to make 
last Sunday [8th Oct.] such a special and memorable occasion. The service was 
inspirational. The lunch was wonderful: a special thank you to the team who worked so 
hard to make that possible. Our guess seemed to really enjoy themselves. We were 
touched by the gift, and we will let you know what we finally decide to buy for our new 
house. 
 We got the keys of our new house today [12th] and have just a few days until we 
move. So, from the midst of our clearing and sorting, we sent you all our greetings of love 
& peace. 

Bungie, Mandy, Matthew, Peter & Thomas. 
 

P.S. I taped the service last Sunday and have made a couple of copies … If you can think 
of anyone who’d benefit from a copy please let me know. 

 
The Synod September Meeting 

 
  At the meeting on the 14-16th September, when Augustine was represented by Nancy 
Dyer and Kathleen Ziff (accompanied by Doris Caldwell), the Synod covered a number of 
matters, besides Bungie’s Induction as Ecumenical Officer. The URC General Secretary, the 
Rev. Dr. David Cornick, spoke about the Vision4Life programme; the matter of Consensus 
Decision-making in all areas of church life; the abolition of Area Councils and the new 
arrangements that follow; and the question of the future of the Synod’s property at Sannox 
on Arran. 
 The other major topic discussed was “Ministry Deployment Today.” This is  important 
enough for us to give it full coverage here; we hope to cover the others in more detail in 
future Newsletters. It is a topic relevant to the whole denomination, and particularly to us at 
~Augustine, now that Bungie has ceased being “our Minister”. Most of what follows comes 
from the report produce by the Synod of Scotland’s Pastoral Committee; my personal 
comments are initialled. 
 
Ministry Deployment - what does it mean? 
 It means sharing out ministry as fairly and as constructively as possible. These words can 
be viewed from different points of view: by the URC as a whole; or by the Synod of Scotland; 
or again by the local church - us in Augustine. 
 The days when all churches had a plentiful supply of ministers, viable church buildings, 
and, most important, many, many church members, are long gone. 
 Our denomination has a heritage of “the Priesthood of All Believers”, and of Elders to 
support the Minister; but it is salutary to discover that the tradition seems to have been lost. 
There is less lay involvement in most URC worship than, say, in the episcopalian Churches! 
[What is “involvement“, though?] Do we stifle ministers generally by having too many ? In  
fact, the decrease in church members is greater than in ministers; we have proportionately 



 

 

more ministers. There are fewer members for the average minister to tend. 
 Obviously, as in all denominations, there are financial reasons why there might be fewer 
ordained ministers supplied to congregations, but there are now different forms of “paid” 
ministry whereby the Church can reach out to non-churchgoers. There is a huge need to 
use those ordained ministers with particular skills  outside the traditional role of the 
pastoral and preaching care of a congregation.  The Pastoral Committee asks us to 
consider how much of a minister’s time needs to be devoted to the care of the local church 
and congregation, and so how a particular minister might use the remaining time more 
beneficially for God’s mission elsewhere, perhaps outside the local congregation. (For 
example, a minister could be assigned 75% to the local church, and 25% outside, such as 
pastoral care of another smaller church, or perhaps quite a different Synod priority. KZ)  
 The notion of an overall plan for the Synod of “Priority in placing ministers” is new, but in 
the coming year plans will be put before Synod which are based on an assessment of 
overall need across Scotland, recognising also the needs of church congregations. Indeed, 
our Synod has already made two such Ministerial allocations: Local Mission and 
Development Officer, and Ecumenical Officer, two areas identified as priority needs now. 
Priorities will of course change with time, along with the total allocation of URC ministers to 
Scotland (This number is related to the total membership in Scotland, decreasing year by 
year. 
 Now, and certainly in the future, it won’t be possible to find a minister for every church 
that would like one. Which churches need one now, which could manage without for a good 
while at least - months, even years - and which churches are areas of immediate need when 
this resource, “Minister“, is so scarce: we were asked at Synod to undertake this exercise 
(and which I think AUC must bear in mind and consider. KZ). 
 So! Back to the question: “What is OUR Ministry?”   Ministry is the creative response of 
all the people of God, individually and collectively, to Christian living and the privilege of 
being disciples of Jesus Christ. So we all can and should exercise some form of 
“ministry” as practising Christians  (this includes contributing more to services as well as 
making our existing or future contributions to the life and witness of AUC. KZ). 
 And so: when the Synod Pastoral Committee, in considering AUC’s need for a minister, 
may perhaps assess it at less than full-time (particularly since our membership is now only 
around 70), with some space allocated to another purpose. This in turn would depend on our 
definition of our mission in central Edinburgh, on our  combined “lay” efforts to minister that 
mission, and on the Synod’s overall needs (KZ). The convenorship of a committee (e.g., 
Church & Society) might be assigned to an ordained minister part-time, with less than 100% 
of time given to duties within AUC. (KZ). 
 It was a thought-provoking exercise at Synod, and I am sure it will exercise us very soon 
in Augustine. 

Kathleen Ziffo. 
 
 

A Thank-You  
 
Due to the support for the Concert on 28th September, the organisers are able to donate 
£312 to Church Funds, and wish to record their thanks. 

Bill Aitken 
 
We had an entertaining programme at the Concert on 28th September, with singers hirpling 
on with sticks at the beginning, and dancing around in cowboy hats at the end, giving a “fun” 
start and finish. Mary Brockington did a good job as MC, and we put forward a fine quiz team 
for “Nevermind” - an updated “Mastermind”. The young dancers performed a wide variety of 
dances (and one of the youngest innocently danced impromptu while Stephen Ziffo gave an 
organ recital). With two guitarists, pianist and fiddle, the musical input was wide-ranging, and 
there was something for everyone. Our thanks to the hardworking organisers and 
performers. 

Doris 
Fresh Start Collection 

 



 

 

 Not cash this time, but Things. Those things you use every day, and can’t do without. Our 
clients haven’t got them. 
 At the moment, we are particularly short of single  flat sheets, pillow cases, and duvet 
covers (we have plenty of duvets, thanks to Edinburgh Univ.);  
 We can always use expendable cleansing products (e.g., Flash, clothes-washing tablets 
&c.) toilet rolls; not, just now, dish-cloths or sponges. Mugs are always useful; and we could 
do with  washing bowls, and pots and pans. If in doubt, bring it in.  
** 
** 
*****When and who?* 
 
 November 11th is, of course, Armistice Day, a day this editor has mixed feelings about. 
Yes, we must remember, and mourn, those who were killed? But should it not be also a day 
of repentance? Not a day for politicians to gather and make dignified gestures over those 
they have killed by proxy in a century of needless wars, as if that absolves the horror?  
  “They shall grow not old… 
True: as Kipling said, 
  “If any ask you why we died, 
  Tell them: because our fathers lied.” 
 

Cardiff, October 2007 
 
Every year two representatives from the churches of our four nations meet to discuss the 
work of their women’s groups. Our Network of Ecumenical Women in Scotland sent Kate 
Curtis, for Methodists, and me, to Cardiff. We stayed in St, Michael’s Theological College 
and had casual meetings with the students in the Common Room as we went in for meals. It 
was interesting to hear their stories and where they came from. Ages varied; some ha 
children with them. One of the young girls was from the URC in Holland; here she was, 
starting a theological course where she would be taught in English - and would learn 
sufficient Welsh to preach in. On our first evening we attended a service in the lovely College 
Chapel. Luckily, the service was in English, and the service books bi-lingual. The Bishop 
who preached was prize-winning Welsh-language learner of the year (which year?), but, 
luckily for us, preached in English. It was interesting to be in a country where people skip 
around between languages, and where passing strangers speak all the other languages we 
are used to in Edinburgh. 
 At our own meetings, we heard about the Women’s Link in Ireland. Women of all the 
churches come together for a day, a sort of Guild Day meets Women’s Union meets Union 
of Catholic Mothers meets Mothers’ Union: plus other groups. It is, as it sounds, a great 
meeting. 
 The Irish ladies passed on a drama, which they enacted, highlighting the effects of abuse: 
one of a gril trafficked, and the other of a mother getting into debt to loan sharks. Veils 
placed over the head of one of us as the script proceeded gave an unexpected sense of 
oppression to the participants. 
 We visited City ~Church right beside the Caste in Cardiff city centre, a URC church led by 
the Rev. Dr. Tom Arthur, who had brought in several of his church members to meet us, and 
who told us of some of the work done by the Church in the area. The congregation has 
doubled in the past ten years. Mr. Arthur stresses the spiritual and prayer life; but there is 
also a cafe, and various drop-in meetings. Members are involved in prison visiting; some 
work with refugees, and some with drug users. There are classes connected with community 
education, some run by the minister. The Four Nations group was very impressed by the 
outreach made by the church/ It had originally been a Presbyterian charge, which had 
combined with another local church and altered their premises to be available to the 
community. SPCK has a good bookshop (which some of us, alas, had no time to visit, as we 
had to be back for lunch with the Archbishop of Wales. 
 One thing we brought back from the English report was a renewed resolve to promote 
Women in Black - on Thursdays (usually) women wear black to show solidarity with women 
abused by war. It gained momentum during the trouble in old Yugoslavia and Palestine, 
although I understand that it began with the women of Argentina whose husbands and sons 



 

 

had disappeared. 
 The Welsh were great hostesses, pulling in people to drive us to the places we visited, 
and taking us out, on a sun-soaked day, to St. Fagan’s Heritage Museum, a large, mostly 
open-air space, with old-fashioned shops, some selling food and sweets and many country 
crafts, the blacksmith, the miller grinding flour, etc. 
 The most interesting bit was an old pre-Reformation church which had been derelict, and 
its plastered walls had started to peel, revealing the original frescos, which are now being 
restored in the original paints. The result is stunning. Brilliant, singing colours are like jewel-
coloured velvet, and the demure, faded frescos we usually see are no indication of the 
original effect that frescos must have had on the peasant populations.  
 There is a lot of interchange at these meetings, and it is good to hear what the others are 
doing. The things we do in our own countries are echoed in the others. We are all concerned 
about modern slavery, trafficking, and gambling, and are all agitating where we can. With us 
all attacking, surely we can get some results. 

Doris Caldwell. 
 

CAIRE 
  
 That is,  the Churches Agency for Interfaith Relations. A very interesting meeting was 
held  at AUC on October 22nd,  
led by Andrew Searle and addressed by Na’im xxx, who. talked about the nature of Islam 
and its origins, showing some of its parallels in Christianity, and distinguishing it from the 
cultures in which it resides. The  
 Would that all speakers could be so concise and comprehensive and yet clear, so firm in 
faith but without stridency!  We should look for follow-ups. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Programme for November 

 
Mon. 29 th. 7.30 pm. Songs of Praise at Greyfriars. Prompt, please; the production cannot 
wait. 
Tues. 30 th 7.30 pm. Tele-recording of “Songs of Praise”: again, prompt. 
Wed. 31st. 7 pm for 7.30, Interfaith Women at Nicholson Square Church. Julie Edwards will 
speak on “Relating Faith to Climate Change.” 
 7.30 pm. AUC elders meet. 
 
November 
Sat. 3 rd: 10.am to noon: Saughtonhall Christmas Fair. 
 
Mon. 5 th 2 pm: W.U. at Saughtonhall. Principal Dyce, on “the Seven Deadly Sins”. 
 
Wed. 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 7.30-9 pm, at St. Columba’s: Course on Forgiveness  . 
 
Fri. 9 th Greyfriars Ceilidh. 
 
Sat. 10th 10.30 am to 4 pm,  at St. Columba’s: Jim McManus on “Spirituality of True Self-
Esteem.” 
 
Sun. 11 th. After service: Church Meeting. 
 
Wed. 21st 7 pm.  “The Local Church” group meets at St. Columba’s. 
 
 

 
Pulpit Supply  

 
November  
4th Nov.  Rev. Hamish Walker with Mrs. Helen Mee. 
 
11th Nov. 10.45 am . Remembrance Day. 
 Rev. J. Ross McLaren. 
 Church Meeting  afterwards 
 
18th Nov.  Rev. William Young. 
 
25th Nov. Rev. John Humphreys Synod Moderator (who will meet with the Church after the 
service). 
 
December 
2nd Dec. Rev. William Young. 
 
9th Dec. Rev. Alison Elliot (ex-Moderator of the Church of Scotland). 
 Church Meeting  afterwards. 
 
16th Dec. Rev. Jan Adamson (Synod Development Officer) 
 
23rd Dec. The Elders will lead the Service. 
 
25th Dec. Christmas Day.  Rev. Kerri Messner, MCC. 
 
30th Dec. Mrs. Helen Mee. 
 
 


