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Dear friends:

April has been an interval, the forty days
between Easter and Pentecost: and an
interregnum, in the form of a series of
challenging ministers occupying the site
where our pulpit would be if we still had
one.

The May issue at least contains a fair
variety of interest, from the human-itarian
issues of Palestine to the spirituality of
Krishna Das, with much in between.

*

Communion

| have been asked if we use Fairtrade flour
etc for Communion. Currently we buy our

grape-juice from Greencity in Glasgow,

which is a workers’ co operative. They

were supplying us with organic grape-juice
from Austria who, | would have thought,

would treat their workers correctly. The

present supply is Merlotgrape juice from
the vineyards of Veneto Northern Italy.

The bread | make. | use a blend of
half brown and half white flour. Usually
the white is either organic from Dove
Farms Berkshire or the Co Op who
practise crop rotation and a limited use of
chemicals. The brown | favour is from
Golspie mill in Sutherland, also organic.
The other ingredients are salt, treacle,

1

sunflower seed oil (almost certainly from
Spain) yeast, and water courtesy of
Scottish water. As these are mostly grown
in Europe it is presumed that workers are
paid the union rates.
Della

*
Praise Nights
We have received this notice too late for
the first event, unless readers dash to
Waverley station, or even their cars, as
you read; but the May date can go down in
your diaries

“Origin Scotland is hosting a praise Night
at Holy Trinity Church, St. Andrews
(http://www/holyt.co.uk on Sunday 27
April at 8 pm for any in the area.

“Our annual Spring Praise Night is at
Viewforth Parish Church, Edin-burgh, on
Sunday 11 May at 8.30 pm. They will be
led by th Exile band and singers from
Origin. Admission is free. There will be a
voluntary collection to help with expenses.
We hope to see you there.

“God bless,”

*

Reflections on Synod at Tulliallan
(part One)



Kath Ziffo, Morag Donaldson of
Portobello URC and | arrived at Tulliallan
in pouring rain and gale force winds, in
Kath’s hospitable car. The good news on
arrival was that we were not late for
dinner. | had never even heard of
Tulliallan before | was asked to represent
Augustine at the Synod of Scotland. | had
to look it up in myShell Guide to Scotland
which told me about the ruined fourteenth
century castle near Kincardine and the
nineteenth-century mansion house
(splendidly  floodlit  during  Synod
evenings), which had been the Scottish
Police College Training College since
1954,

Staying in a police college was a
fascinating change from staying in
university halls of residence for

conferences, as | have so often done in the
past. The College now has many other
buildings, set in an arc round the parade
ground, and its facilities were more

luxurious than most university

accommodation. The meals, too, proved
very good. Staying in a police college also
gave me a glimpse of what training to be a
police office must involve today, as |

walked past showcases of medals,
photographs and rolls of honour along the
corridors as we moved from session to

session. Was it accidental that the
February issue of Faithworks the
magazine of the Christian

Communications Partnership, a copy of
which was supplied for each church
represented, had a picture of a policeman
on the cover, with the caption: “Is church
and police partnership the way ahead for
our local communities?”  Staying at
Tulliallan made me realize the pressures
which our police forces face and the
complexity of their training in this
sophisticated age — and how much they
need our prayers.

Almost immediately we were plunged
into Synod business. We began with
opening worship, during which those who
had died since the last residential meeting,
including Helen Henderson and Olive

Malcolm, were named and remembered in
prayer. New representatives were
welcomed, including a substantial
contingent of the Youth Forum, who
played a full part in the meetings, under
the expert guidance of John Sanderson.

On Saturday morning work began in
earnest with workshops. Four work-shops
had been arranged, but with only two one-
hour slots available we had to choose. The
three of us from Augustine (Doris, Kath
and 1) made sure that we covered them all.
First | went to the workshop on
“Presentation is everything”, which turned
out to be a discussion, led by Stewart
Cutler, on Powerpoint presentations—how
to make them effective, and what pitfalls
to avoid, | found it salutary, especially as |
have not yet mastered the art of
Powerpoint.

The second workshop which | attended
was on “A Safe church”, a fascinating
discussion led by the Rev. Kathryn Price,
in which the emphasis was on the risks of
sexual harassment and sexual
discrimination in our churches. We are
familiar now with the procedures to be
followed to ensure that our churches are
safe for our children, but it is not only
children who can be at risk. Any church
member—and any minister—should be
aware of the need to avoid discrimination,
we were reminded, for instance in showing
affection at the church door, or at the
peace. (As to the latter, my own
preference is for the guidance from the
pulpit to be “please greet the persons
sitting next to you”. If our church were
always full, this would be a necessity, not
an option!) You will need to ask our two
other representatives (Doris Caldwell and
Kath Ziffo) for their reports on the other
two  workshops, which were on
“‘Communicating climate change” and
“Changing patterns in pastorates— local
collaborative ministries”.

During the lunch break and a welcome
hour of free time afterwards we had an
opportunity to explore the grounds, visit
the excellent bookstall, or walk a labyrinth,



set up by Stewart Cutler. Labyrinths have
an ancient history, dating back to pre-
Christian times, but have recently been
adopted by Christian churches as an aid to
meditation and prayer. (If you would like
to visit a modern labyrinth | can
recommend that in George Square garden,
laid out a few years ago.)

Brenda Moon
(Brenda’s reflections will be concluded in the

June issue.)
*

Fresh Start

Augustine has always keenly supported
Fresh Start. As always, the charity can use
any of the household things that you can
give; but at present it has a particular need,
which is for people with the ability to lift a
brush. If you can spare a day a month, or
more, and fancy a new and enjoyable way
of spending it to your own and someone
else’s good, speak to Bill or Nancy, or ring
Linda at 476 4518. You'll be glad you did.

Editor

*

About Palestine

On Sunday afternoon, April 20
Augustine hosted a meeting addressed by
two speakers engaged in a UK speaking
tour, with two days in Edinburgh. It may

be that some might question the
involvement of a church in political
campaigning, but it is doubtful if

Augustine ever troubled itself about that.
The speakers were George Rishmawi
and Eyad Burnat. George is a Palestinian
Christian from the Bethlehem area—his
family lives in Beit Sahour, the "Shepherds
Fields" area of Bethlehem. George is Co-
ordinator of the Siraj Centre for Holy Land
Studies in Beit Sahour, and is a board
member of the Network of Christian
Organisations in the Bethlehem area. He is
visiting the UK from 18th to 30th April; in
2006 he toured the USA speaking to
church groups. His talk, combined with
film, depicted the disruption of lives of
indigenous Christians in Palestine.

Eyad Burnat, from the village of Bil'in,
is the founder of the Movement for
Freedom and Justice—one of the most
highly respected and well known non-
violent movements in Palestine. With
George as translator, he spoke of Bil'in, a
small village north of Jerusalem. Bil'in is
directly in the path of the Separation Wall
being built by Israel—a wall declared
illegal in the International Court. Local
residents are joined by many Israelis in a
peaceful weekly protest which has become
synonymous with the  non-violent
movement against occupation in Palestine.

George and Eyad made two urgent
requests: that we in the West should not
turn a blind eye to the distress of the
Palestinians, but should urge our leaders to
act. In particular, he encouraged us as
Christians to visit the Holy Land, not
simply to observe the disruption, but as
one visits any land, to see ot, and
especially to meet its people

Our local Hadeel shop provided a
fascinating display of: traditional
Palestinian crafts (olive wood carvings,
embroidery, etc), which have provided an
income for Christians in Palestine for
hundreds of years. The shop is at present
stranded in the midst of the excavations on
Shandwick Place, but still accessible, and
worth a visit for those who could not be in
the Studio on the 20

Your editor has not been to Palestine
since April and May 1948, when he was
involved chiefly in the making out dockets
for various petroleum products. Memories
are chiefly of the open woodland of the
slopes of Mount Carmel. None of this
interests the readers, but gave the meeting
on April 20" some bite.

*

Krishna Das

We have received notice from the
organisers of a very different expression of
spiritual needs. This is a Kirtan Concert,
on Tuesday 27 May by Krishna Das at
the Queen’s Hall, as part of his "Flow of
Grace” Tour



Krishna Das is a musician and chanter
("the chant master of American Yoga"
New York Tim@s who shares his spiritual
message through music and call-and-
response chanting. Sharing his heart
through music and chanting is the basis of
his spiritual work; his way of serving the
Divine within himself and others.

He has produced numerous recordings;
his CDs include Live on Earth, Pilgrim
Heart, One Track Heart, and Breath of the
Heart. He presents chanting concerts and
workshops around the world that include
musical  accompaniment; meditation
instruct-tion; readings from different
spiritual traditions; and teachings and
discus-sions about the spiritual path.

The accompanist on tabla will be Arjun
Alan Bruggeman.

The event will be at 7pm-9.30pm, price
£15, £7 children (accompanied). For
further information on Krishna Das see:
http://www.krishnadas.com

*

Women's Union Bible Study

A small but appreciative group met to "Do
Time" with Canon E.Jane Clay, for her
second visit to our Bible Study, at Scottish
Churches House on 16/17th April.

Canon Clay is Chaplain at Wakefield
Prison for Women She told us of the
difficulties the numbers of prisoners in
custody are causing to the female prison
population. Women are increasingly
moved further from home as the number of
male prisoners grows.

She spoke of the difference in the way
women relate to fellow prisoners, giving
more care and support.. She told us of the
way the religious services affect their lives
in prison and afterwards and how the
various faiths work together. She had been
at a conference of Prison Chaplains,
immediately before coming to Dunblane,
and sported a Henna- decorated hand,
courtesy of a Moslem lady chaplain.

We worked through the Ecclesi-astes
line, "For everything there is a season",
considered Time for God, Time for Family
and Time for Strangers—who are family?
who are strangers?—and worked on Ten
Commandments for the Newly-wed. As
usual, the talk ranged wide and we
explored many avenues together and came
away refreshed and enlight-ened.

The Social evening was a change from
the usual Pass-the-Parcel and pen-and-
paper games. We had a presentation from
our President on her visit to our Cuban
partner churches as one of the Christmas
group.

The date for next year is fixed to
exclude school holidays—so many are
involved in child care—so, ladies, put the
29th-30th April in your diary: there might
even be some updated rooms available.

Doris.



Calendar for May

May
4th. Moderator Rev. John Humphreys

(and the half-marathon running past the Church!)
7th. 7.30pm ChurchANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

11th AT 10.30am. Joint Service of The Local Church in Augasti
Rev. Carolyn Smyth leading, Rev Alison Fuller preaching.
(Afrikaans service at 9.00am)

8.00pm Spring Praise at Viewforth Church (see p. 2), attaveé.

17th. Salsa night 6.30pm

18th. "Not For Sale" Sunday Rev. Kathryn Price,BA.,BO.IM

25th Rev. Maxwell Reay, Mental Health Chaplain
28th. The local Church representatives meet.
June 1st. Rev. Ewan Aitken

During June and Julythere will be a mid-day service each Wednesday espgciall
but not exclusively, for those who find it difficult tétt@nd Sunday services. We are
grateful to William Young for arranging this.

On Sunday, 24th. August St. Columba's is again arrangingtasgrvice on
Inchcolm.

To facilitate this, early indication of numbers &gful. Please tell Nancy, Kath,lan
or Doris if you intend coming.

The next Newsletter will be a two-monthly issue for June and July.
Material by Sunday 25th May, please: latest Thursday 29th.

Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EL,
Scottish Charity SC000385.
Phone: 0131 220 1677; emai lto: auc@augustine.org.uk.



From James Grant®Ild and New Edinburgh880.




